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. HISTORIC AMERTCAN =FUTLDINGS SURVEY HABS No. NE-24
Y. 9. DWIGHT'S JEWELRY IT0PE [laevican lLegion Suilding!
LOCATIon: North side of Tim Stre at, 757 2ast o Intersection &itn 7th

USGS Nlcbrara Quadrangle, Universal Transverse
Mercator Coordinatas: 14.372330.4732820.

Present QJuner: Unitaed States of America (U
Omana District).

.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

Present Jse: _ Vacant, scheduled fto Se demolilished. (Moved wo the thi
cwnsite of Niobrara atier this documentation was writt
in 1977).

Significance. The building was built in 1902 to serve both commerical
and residentail use. It functioned as such under various
ownerships until it was sold in 1939 to the American
Legion, Frank Griener Post No. 224, the most recent
occupants. Its simple false-front wooden frame style with
large display windows in representative of many early
commercial structures built in Niobrara, as well as other

' ploneer towns, during their early stages of development.

PART I. HISTORICAL INrORMATION

A. Physical History:

1. Data of erection: 19Q02.

2. Architect: Unknown.

3 Original and subsequent owners: The building stands on lot 5,
block 7 of Starr's idditicn, which included other Lots numbered
4 and 3. These lous were among the lands platiad Zor a second

E} 3
Town- of Niobrarz after the devastating Iloed of 1381,

In 1302, d. W, Dwight surchased the =ast haif of Lot
the R2ayha Brothers {3sorge 5. and 2enjamin 3.} for 51
immediztely began construction of tThis mecden-frame ©
front structure. The building served as & jewelry 31T
residence For Mr. Dwight.

L

- T

In 1309, dwight's “ewelry business was <zkan over 3y Jeorge N.

3rown. An articiz In the Niobrara Teibupe, May 13, 13509,

suggests Mr. 3rown remained ia this building aithough titl

\ nad been deeded =2 Charles Yelson v M». Dwight on Appll 26, 1209,
. A4 latsr newspaper article (July 7, 1910)

l
{®



W.W. DWIGHT'S JEWEL
JABS Mo, NE-In {Pzge 2

mentions H0. 3rown noviag his dawelry store inic the
Aeliman 3uilding zcress the street {rom where the Tribune
3uiiding stood. Scmetime after Mr. Brown vacatrad the premises,

Charies Nelson 3s owner, Tovad into the store, operating
Tne front voom 3s an 2ifice and using the reay rooms

as his residence. Mr. Nelson 41 ed April 25, 1938 and in
the settlement o d che oroperty was sold to *he
imerican Legicn Trank Sriener Post ¥o. 224 in 19392, The
American Legicn retzined this property as their lodze
antil its sale to the U.5. Government on June 13, 1975.
Latar the building was moved to the new third townsits of
Jicbrara in the lats 1370s.

astats,

i L i1
I 4
i}
el

P

The list of original and subsesquent owners of the =2ast side
of lot 5, Starr's Addition to West Niobrara from the Register

of Deeds, Center, Knox County, Nebraska, are as follows:

188% Deed July 19, 1889, recorded August 1, 1B8Z,
Book K Page 173, James Starr, original
owner to Allen Bloomfield

1802 Desd Fabruary 24, 1302, recorded March
1902, Boock 27 Page 500, Allen Bloomfield to
George 6. and Benjamin D. Bayha. For con-
sideration of 32,700 for lots 4%, 5, &..

18902 Deed October 6, 1902, recorded October 17,
1302, Book 28 Page 302, Gecrge G. and
Benjamin D. Bayha to W. W. Dwight. For
consideration of 3150 for the =2ast side of
let 5

1908 Mortgags June 3, 1$08, recorded June 3, 1908,
o Book 2L Dage 225, W. W, Dwight to Nebraska
Canrral Building and Loan Asscciation. For

conSLierat;on f 3ulC. (Relessa April 29,
1303, recorded Apwil 25, 1813, Zook 27,
Pzge 530)

1308 Mortgzage October 34, 1308, recorded lotober
29, 1908, 3cok L7 Page 372, W. d. Twight Io
Charies Yelson. Ser consideration of 2180
pius 10% interest. (Relsase May 3, 1913,
recorded May 7, L3153, 3ook 31, Page 387)

12309 Deed April 26, 1309, recordad April 27, 13092,
3cck 3% Page 350, W. W. Dwight To charlss
Nelison for consideration of 3700 for lot 3



W.W. DWISHT'S JEWELRY 3TCE
HARS No. ND-24 {Page 3)

laag Zstate ipril 25, 1438, recorded lacamber
17, 1949, Book % Page 180, “hariss Yelison
died 123

15939 Jeed November 22, 1239, recorded Novamber

27, 1839, Book 87 Fage 30, Nelils Mielsan,

at al to American Legion. Quir Tlaims

Deed, Settlsm=nt of Last Will and Testamentof
Charlss Nelson

1975 Deed June 13, 1875, recerded June 13, 18975,
Book 97 Pzge 3203, American Legion to Jnited
States of America (U.3. Army Corpss of Ingineers)

4. Builder, contractor, suppliers: Unknown.

5. Original plan and construction: None known.

6. Alterations and additions: No known alterations.
Historical Events and Persons Connected with the Structure:

W. W. Dwight opened his jewelry store in late 1902 advertising
such items as "stationery, pens, fine silverware and special-
izing in watch repairing and cleaning." Publicity items such
as "Bean Jar Guessing Contests," were oftan seen in weekly
Tribune advertisements.

George Brown continued to operate the Jewelry store in 1809 and
moved into the building sometime later, using the building as
his office and residence. He was associated with the State
Bank of Niobrara, said to have supplied the initial money to
start the bank in 1813. He reportedly maintained his office
Zor the bank in this building. Mr., Nelson owned & great deal
of property in tThe area and is said to have made most »f Als
noney through securities investment in Zhicage.

The Americarn Lagion Frank Grisner Post Ne. 224 was organized to
serve as a lodge Zor the ex-servicsmen in the Niobrara area in
1320, The lodgze bought the Sullding in 1939 and had maintained
che building until i+s sals to +the J.S5. Army Cores of Zngineers
in 1975.

Bibiiography:
a. Primary and unpubiished sources:

Deed Books, Register of Deeds, Ceanter, Knox County,
Nebraska.



s. Farley Zberly, August 15, 1377, longrime
or Migbrara, Irisnd or iag delson.

Mrs. Margusrite Jensen, July 2¢, 1877, clark of XKnox
County Courthouse, -emembersd Charles Nelsgson living in
the building n +the 192Cs, mentioned his zssociation

=l

with the State Bank.

-

Laonard Xoecina, Creizhton, Nebraska, July 2¢, 1977
former resident of ¥i reme
living in the building, owned 3 great deal of oroperty
around Niobrarsz.

Mrs. Marie Schwach, Nicbrara, ¥Nehraska, July 1977,
remembered building as a jew=lry store, possibly a
woodworking shop at one point. Mr. Nelson's
association with the State BEnk of Niobrara.

b. Secondary and published sources:
Niobrara Bicentennial Committee. Niobrara Centennial

1856-1956 (updated 1976). Niobrara, Nebraska: Verdigre
Eagle Press, 1976.

Niobrara Tribune. Newspaper articles, October 2t, 1302
April 15, 1904, May 13, 1909, July 7, 1910, April 1, 1920,

Prapared by: Kathryn Burnas
Historian
Historic American Buildings
Survey
Summer 1977

PART 11. ARCHITECTURAL INFCRMATION

A. fGeneral Statament:

l.J

. Architscrtural character: The American Legion 3uilding is

2 Three woom, one-story frame sTructure with a Ffalse front
on the south facade hiding the zaple roof Line. The
srackerted cornics, painted window signs and its plsasing
sroportions all contributs to The architsctural distinction
o *he building. The building, constructed in 1902, stands
23 an esxc¢esllant example of the pisnger commersial srchi-
tacture of the Niobrara community during 2 Jrime seriod in

its commercial development.
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i DWIGHT'3 JEWELRY 3T
9ABS No. NE-24 (Page 35)
2. Condiztion of Zabric: Te over-all zondiilon of the huilding
ranges from Zood TC 2xesllsnt.  The rsar shed Ls in very poor
conditicn.
Description of ZxTarior:
1 Over-all 4 mensicns The building, rectangular in shape,
measurses 20° -3" (three bays) 1 30' -u" with a 5' x L12' lean-
Yo shed &t the rear. 1t is 2 2one story sTory structure.

Foundations: The front of
Dlace coneratzs footings.
'ai]_':“’. MorTar "Ol""CS.

2.

3. Wall construction, finish
white painted clapbeoards.
A1l other elavations have
each front display window
k. Structural system,

construction.

Stoops:
with the central entrance
walk level.
Traces of canvas awning fi

5.

One square bric
the gable

Chimneys:
frem the peak of

7. Openings:

a. Doorviays anddoors: T

contain two (one-over-cne) zlass lights with
A modern wooden

sanels below,
has two Laset
alavation

canals.
leads to the

the
pane

Windows: Zach of
large rectangular
side
whita, appears above
sign is found on the
window vezading "Americ
Legion is above, paint
aith fel ow usad 23 3

L
1

Selow in narrower lettering

window { lower
in arched

displav

"American" 1

framing:

A congrete sidewalk runs in front of

A concrete step is at the base of

of the main entrance.

Lower

the building sits on poured-in-
The vremainer {(rear) sitsz 2n field

=
by

and color: The bulliding 1s clad in
The front facade has novelty siding.
standard elapboard siding. Below
is a rectangular wooden panel.

The building has wood frame

the structure
above the side-
the rear door.
store front.

approximately a foot

ttings remain on the

k chimney, new in appearence, smerges

roof in the center of the building.

rront 2levation
small raised
the 2ast (rear) wall
1 the nerth

he double doors on the
door on
vegr 1ocy

shed.

Ancther
lean-to

large front windows consists of
5 of zglass (three-ovaer-three) on
A two-light transom, now Cain
he doupla doors. A ﬁa-nted window
CenTar I lert display
an Legion, Post American
ad on the axtaricr In letters
shading detail. Post $224 is cainted
and shaded in The right
¢center pane) the painrtad word
attering. Two-over-two-light Zouble-

ad

-1"3':)“”

To LT

S48

hung sash windows appear on the 2ast and west alevations and
the =2ast side of the north slevation.
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Site:

W.i JWIGHT'S JEWELRY 35TORE
HABS No. NE-24 (Za

Decorative Teaturss ind Trim: front display counters have
heavy appiiad melding around <he wop with vertical beaded
tongue~and-groove woodwerk below. In The northeast corner

the west rear »ocm i3 a wooden wash dasin with cupbeard
below.

Hardwars: A sturdy brass door handlis with thumb depresscr
and plate iz on t© + front doubls door.

Mechanical equipment:

a. Heating: A wood burniag, sotbhelllad stove sits in The
front room. This stove was manufactured v the Mardwick
Stove Company of Cleveland, Tznnessee. A space heater in
the northwest room was made by "Samco 0il Hear".

b. Lighting: The building has cord-suspended incandescent
lighting systam.

The building faces south on the north side of Elm Street,
75" east of the Intarsection of Seventh Avenue and Zim Street.

Prepared by: Perry 3Jenson
Architect
distoric Americanm Buildings Survey
Summer 1977

and

Xathryn 3urns

Historian

Higstoric American Buildings Survey
Summer 1977



i.W. DWIGHT'S JEWELRY STORE
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PART 1II. PRCJECT INTIIRMATION

AL

;he W¢onr=ra project was undertaken by zhe Historic American
ings 3urvey {(HABS) in co-operation with the citizens of the

age of Nicbrarz. The oroiect was funded by the U.3. Army Zoros
nginsers, Omaha District, Iin sompliance with Executive Order 113593
nitigative erfort in she zomstruction of the Gavins Point lJam

and Lewis and Clark Lake. Under the direction of John Peoppeliars,

cHief of HABS, the project was completed in the HABS Fiald D"‘ce

in Jiobrara, Nebraska luwring the summer of 19%77 by Jroiject supervisor
Perry Benson (University »f Penmsylvania), team foreman Larry Jones
(Texas Tech University) and student architects Peter Darlow (McGill
University). Lisa Becker (Notre Dame University) and Darl Rastorfer
(University of Pennsylvania). The written historical and architectural
data was prepared by Kathryn Burns, and edited by Susan McCown, a
historian in the HABS office in August 1979. Two exterior photes

were taken by Sam Amatoe in the fall of 1977.



